               Ski Fiends
 By Michael Steffen McClurg 

Ms. Wright’s 4th grade

The Boulder Nordic Junior Racing Team (BNJRT for short) is the ultimate cross-country ski team to be on. We do both classic and skating techniques. Not everyone has to race if they don’t want to, but I do recommend going to some of the races, such as the Nordic Fest. Dry-land practices start around October 15, usually at Chautauqua. Ski practices start soon after, and normally the first ski practice is at the base of the alpine area. The little kids play games a lot. At the end of the year, we go on the Fun Run (I’ll keep what it is a surprise). 

The older kids are coached by Eric Pepper, while the younger kids are coached by Adam St. Pierre. Alison Flint and Allison Ebbet go with both main coaches. The older kids have practice every day, while the younger kids go on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 
Alison Flint started coaching during the ’06-’07 ski season. She has skied for 20 years and started racing at age 12. She mostly skis with Adam and the younger kids. She only goes on Tuesdays and Thursdays. She mostly stays in the back of the group. She is now at law school for some days. 
Miles Havlick, the fastest skier on the team- including the coaches- recently got 4th place in this year’s Nationals. He first got interest in joining while he was in fifth grade and joined when his brother signed up. His first race was a 3k classic in Spring Gulch, CO (just outside of Carbondale). His most successful race so far was the 10k classic in the ’06 Junior Nationals. He placed 3rd for the J1 men.
This is a brief update on how the team placed in the Nationals:

We had 2 people placing below 10th, 2 in the teens, 1 in the 20s, 2 in the 30s, and 3 in the 50s.

In the relay, one BNJRT team member got 2nd.
To me, the team is a great experience, and I have decided that it is one of the greatest sport teams in the county to be on. 

The team is open to anyone who wants to join and enjoys skiing. It also helps you learn a lot about skiing, so if you’re new to the sport, you have a 50-50 chance of ending the season being pretty good.
If you want to know more about the team, you can go to www.bnjrt.org.
